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GATEWAY PLAZA is being launched at this year’s MIPIM
festival in Cannes, taking Barnsley’s £70M regeneration
scheme to Europe for the very first time.

Developers Quest Property and Landmark Development
Projects, have teamed up with the local authorities, key profes-
sionals and agents on the scheme to host an official Gateway
Plaza day aboard The Brook Group’s private yacht, Freespirit.
The yacht, at Quai Du Large in Cannes Harbour, will be oper-
ate an open boat policy for a breakfast and lunch event, with a
VIP ‘Gateway Plaza Cocktail Party’ in the evening.

Matthew Stephens, Development Manager for Quest, says:
“It’s been an incredible year for Gateway Plaza. Since last year’s
MIPIM we have been awarded £5.2m Objective One funding
for the scheme, made real progress on site with the framework
set to rise and have recently entered into a joint venture part-
nership with Landmark. The site was always going to be a chal-
lenge given the early contamination and discovery of mine-
shafts and ventilation shafts, but with the remediation works
now complete, it was worth the initial risk as we are well on our
way to realising our vision. We attend MIPIM every year as it’s
a fantastic event and this year’s MIPIM is the ideal time to
showcase Gateway Plaza and raise the profile of both the
scheme and of Barnsley.”

Andrew Corbett at Smiths Chartered Surveyors said:
“Gateway Plaza is a vital, integral part of Barnsley's renais-
sance. After years of reading about different schemes and pro-
posals the people of Barnsley are now seeing real progress and
regeneration of the town. Other schemes in the town include the
Barnsley Markets Project by the 1249 syndicate, Cordwell
Property's Eldongate on the site of the old Odeon cinema, the
new transport interchange and the refurbishment of the former
Queens Hotel into high quality traditional offices. The face of
Barnsley is changing and prestigious developments such as
Gateway Plaza demonstrate how far Barnsley has come in the
last 2 years, the launch of the scheme at MIPIM will only serve
to reinforce that.”

Guy Gilfillan, Head of Office for Lambert Smith Hampton,
Sheffield said: “I have certainly noticed that out of town
investors and London based developers are paying serious
attention to South Yorkshire and Barnsley, which is major
progress from, say a year ago when Barnsley was simply not on
the radar. This year’s MIPIM is the very best time to launch

Gateway Plaza, too many schemes get launched prematurely,
but anyone looking on the website or visiting the site, can see
the real progress being made at Gateway Plaza. South Yorkshire
and Barnsley must ‘think big’ and because this is the first year
that Barnsley has had a true product, both in terms of size and
quality to bring to the National and European market, it’s very
exciting to be involved. By next year’s exhibition, Gateway
Plaza will be a significant landmark within Barnsley, mirroring
the activity elsewhere in the town namely the Market Hall
development.”

Jeff Pearey, Head of Office for Jones Lang LaSalle, Leeds
continues: “We anticipate a wide range of Inward Investment
Agencies and both Private and Public Sector Occupiers visiting
MIPIM. This is an opportunity over four days to extend the pro-
motion of the scheme in convivial surroundings. Barnsley, as a
location is already rightly highly regarded by certain occupiers
but this is an excellent profile building opportunity for both the
town and the scheme."

Chris Gilman, Director of Landmark Development Projects,
said: “We are delighted to be partners on Gateway Plaza and are
looking forward to taking the scheme to the wider European
market. Over the course of the next twelve months, the base of
the scheme will be fully completed with work well underway on
both the offices and residential aspects of the scheme, with the
hotel to follow. We are looking forward to showing everyone
our masterplans and flying the flag of this major regeneration
development.”

Cannes opener
takes Gateway to
heart of Europe

THE Government has an aspiration for
zero-carbon buildings within 10 years – but
is there a business case for building low-
energy homes and offices now?

In a recent study, Gensler architects
found that 87% of business's would prefer
an efficient building to an iconic building.
They found that 9 out of 10 of business's
would pay 10% or more in rent for a build-
ing that could clearly demonstrate savings
in energy bills and running costs, and that
the more efficient building would easily
pay for itself in the long term. Three quar-
ters of property directors thought that
their business was picking up the bill for
badly designed and built buildings, and
that the cost was over £122m annually. In
comparison, nearly 60% of developers
thought that business's were not interested
in such issues, and wouldn't pay for them;
they also thought that legislation was the
only way that they (the developers) would
change their standards.

There are similar figures with regards to
residential housing – one 'eco-developer' is
finding that residential houses, built to an

excellent environmental standard, are out-
selling neighbouring developments by a
quarter, and resale vales are over 50% up
on from-developer cost.

The real good news comes from the fact
that such low-energy buildings are not rely-
ing on expensive on-site renewable's, but on
good design, good materials choice and
good construction methods – something
that should mean no cost increase to the
deve loper. The Assoc iat ion for
Environmentally Concious Building
(AECB) suggests a 75% saving in carbon
output from a building – and no on-site
renewable's.

In summary, there is an under-supplied
market, an increase in sales and desirabil-
ity, and a potential for greater profits.
What are you waiting for?

●●Gensler's Report 'Faulty Towers' can be
downloaded from www.sustainablebuild-
ingsupplies.co.uk

It’s never too early to
start building for future

By MATT ROBINSON
Director, Sustainable Business Soutions

Gateway Plaza has been awarded £5.2m Objective One funding since last year’s MIPIP event

The Freespirit will host the official party

SHOP
AVAILABLE
Dinnington -

" 01709 379444

Laughton Road

£130 pw

Contact: Neil Kieally

Complimentary

Health & Beauty
Est. 6 years in the Barnsley

area. 4 good size treatment

rooms with a large waiting

room and own parking, with

room for expansion. New 7

year lease available. Very

reasonable rent. Good

turnover and profit.

01226 391 022

TO LET
OFFICE UNITS
John Banner Centre,
Attercliffe 10,000 Sqft can
split. Recently refurbished
full heated with facilities.

Offices starting
from £50 per week

0781 219 6558

0114 209 6228
regus.co.uk

Fully Equipped Offices
Professional Meeting Rooms
Virtual Office Packages

•
•
•

100 UK locations including:

Ecclesall Road,
Sheffield

Flexible offices
available now
in Sheffield


